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Kuwait Ministerial Decision No. 393/2019 On the Bases,
Conditions and Controls of the Licensing of Representative Offices of Foreign Companies

The Minister of Commerce and Industry and Minister of State for Services Affairs,
Chairman of Kuwait Direct Investment Promotion Authority,
- Having perused the Law No. 116/2013 on the promotion of direct investment in the State of Kuwait.
- Kuwait Ministerial Decision No. 502/2014 promulgating the Implementing Regulation of the said Law.
- Kuwait Direct Investment Promotion Authority Board of Directors Decision in its meeting no. (3/2019) dated August
22, 2019, on the consent to set controls for the work of the representative offices of foreign companies.

- And based on the work interest requirements,

Decided

Article 1
The foreign companies established more than two years ago and wishing to open representative offices thereof ac-
cording to the provisions of the said Law no. 116 of 2013 shall, in order to be allowed to open such offices, submit the

following documents translated into Arabic and certified by the competent entities at the country of incorporation:

1 - The issued decision/written consent of the competent entity at the parent company to open a representative
office thereof in the State of Kuwait, provided that it is explicit and not depending on any consent whether inside or
out side Kuwait.

2 - Memorandum of Association and Statute of the parent company or its alternative.

3 - Official extract of the valid Commercial Register of the parent company or its alternative.

4 - List of the names and nationalities of owners and members of the Board of Directors of the parent company and
names of the authorized signatories thereof.

5 - Decision of appointment of a manager for the representative office in the State of Kuwait, issued by the
competent entity within the parent company, specifying the scope and date of validity thereof, accompanied with a
true copy of the passport.

6 - Audited balance sheet of the parent company for the last fiscal year.

7 - Power of attorney or authorization letter to the person in charge of applying for the license to open a
representative office in the State of Kuwait.

8 - Data or clarifications required by the Authority.

9 - An undertaking from the competent entity of the parent company to meet any obligations that may be due from

the representative office.

Article 2
The representative offices of foreign companies shall be granted a registration certificate not exceeding one year, of
which the renewal shall be considered on an annual basis taking in consideration their commitment to provide the

following:

1- A statement of the names, functions, nationalities, salaries, and total wages of their workers.

2 - The works carried out during the year, evidence of sending the same to the parent company, and the decisions
taken by the latter in this regard.

3 - A timetable of the completed studies, remaining studies, and a statement of the results of practical studies

reached.
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Article 3
The representative offices of foreign companies shall state clearly on all the papers, documents, banners, and promo-

tional items that they are representative offices of the parent company.

Article 4
The representative offices of foreign companies shall notify Kuwait Direct Investment Promotion Authority of any
amendments occurring to the parent company, particularly in terms of legal form, financial position, nature of activity
and management thereof, within one month from the date of the contract, judgment, or procedure entailing amend-

ments. All the data not notified to the Authority shall not be taken in consideration by the latter.

Article 5
The representative offices shall submit evidence whether the parent company took a decision to establish a company or
open a branch thereof in Kuwait or not, within three years from the date of registration thereof. This deadline may be

extended by a decision from the Director General in case acceptable justifications have been provided.

Article 6
The representative offices shall abide by the objectives set forth in Article (12) of the said Law no. 116 of 2013, according
to the objective for which they were registered. In case they violate the same, such offices shall rectify their situations
either by establishing a company or opening a branch thereof within six months from the date of being notified of the
violation. Otherwise, their deletion of registration from the record prepared for this purpose at the Authority may be

considered.

Article 7
The representative offices shall be subject to the Authority’s control and the latter shall have the right to access, at any
time, the books and records of such offices and request the data that achieve the purposes of control and supervision,

according to the provisions of the said Law no. 116 of 2013.

Article 8
The Authority shall coordinate with all competent entities at the State by taking the necessary measures to enable the
representative offices of the registered foreign companies to carry out their activities according to the prescribed rules

and provisions.
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Article 9
All competent entities shall implement this Decision and it shall enter into effect on the date of its publication in the
Official Gazette.

Minister of Commerce and Industry

Minister of State for Services Affairs

Chairman of Kuwait Direct Investment Promotion Authority
Khaled Nasser Abdullah Al Roudan

This Ministerial Decision was published in the Official Gazette of the State of Kuwait, Issue no. 1467, dated 20/10/2019,
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