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Kuwait Ministerial Decision No. 394/2019
On the Bases, Conditions and Controls of the Licensing of Branches of the Foreign Companies

The Minister of Commerce and Industry and Minister of State for Services Affairs,
Chairman of Kuwait Direct Investment Promotion Authority,
- Having perused Law No. 116/2013 on the promotion of direct investment in the State of Kuwait.
- Minister of Commerce and Industry Decision No. 502/2014 promulgating the Implementing Regulation of the
said Law
- Kuwait Direct Investment Promotion Authority Board of Directors Decision in its meeting No. 3/2019 dated August
22, 2019, on the consent to set controls, bases, and conditions of the licensing of branches of foreign companies.

- And based on the work interest requirements,

Decided

Article 1
The foreign companies established more than two years ago and wishing to open branches thereof according to the
provisions of the said Law No. 116/2013 shall, in order to be allowed to open such offices, submit the following docu-

ments translated into Arabic and certified by the competent entities at the country of incorporation:

1 - The issued decision / written consent of the competent entity at the parent company to open a branch thereof in
the State of Kuwait, provided that it is explicit and not depending on any consent whether inside or outside Kuwait.
2 - Memorandum of Association and Statute of the parent company or its alternative.

3 - Official extract of the valid Commercial Register of the parent company or its alternative.

4 - List of the names, nationalities, and ownership rate in the capital of the Board members and owners of the parent
company, in addition to the names of the authorised signatories thereof.

5 - Decision of appointment of a manager for the branch in the State of Kuwait, issued by the competent entity with
in the parent company, specifying the scope and date of validity thereof, accompanied with a true copy of the
passport.

6 - Audited balance sheet of the parent company for the last fiscal year.

7 - Power of attorney or authorisation letter to the person in charge of applying for the licence to open the branch in
the State of Kuwait.

8 - Data or clarifications required by the Authority.

9 - An undertaking from the competent entity of the parent company to meet any obligations that may be due from
the branch.

Article 2
The branches of foreign companies shall take a headquarters for the practice of its activities according to the prescribed
rules and procedures. The announcements and notifications addressed by the Authority to this address shall be

considered legally effective and the branches shall notify the Authority of any change occurring to such address.

Article 3
Taking in consideration the memoranda of association and Statutes of the foreign companies allowed to practice all
types of activities, in order for the licence application to open a branch for the foreign companies to be accepted, the

activity to be licensed shall be among the activities licensed and allowed to be practiced inside the State of Kuwait.
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Article 4
The branches of foreign companies shall be registered under the same trade name of the parent company, provided that

it is clearly written on all papers, documents, banners and promotional items that it is a branch of the parent company.

Article 5
The branches of foreign companies shall hold regular and approved accounting records of all the activities related to
their work, according to the accounting system and the relevant laws in the State of Kuwait, provided that they are

audited by a certified auditor approved by the Ministry of Finance.

Article 6
The branches of foreign companies shall notify Kuwait Direct Investment Promotion Authority of any amendments oc-
curring to the parent company, particularly in terms of legal form, financial position, nature of activity and management
thereof, within one month from the date of the contract, judgment, or procedure entailing amendments. All the data

not notified to the Authority shall not be taken in consideration by the latter.

Article 7
The branches of licensed foreign companies shall be subject to the Authority’s control and the latter shall have the right
to access, at any time, the books and records of such offices and request the data that achieve the purposes of control

and supervision, according to the provisions of the said Law No. 116/2013.

Article 8
The Authority shall coordinate with all competent entities at the State by taking the necessary measures to enable the

branches of licensed foreign companies to carry out their activities according to the prescribed rules and provisions.

Article 9
The Authority shall collect all the requirements, conditions, documents, forms, fees and data of the competent govern-
ment entities related to the practice of the activities to be licensed and shall set the appropriate mechanism to ensure

that they are kept up to date.
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Article 10
The Authority shall take all necessary actions to activate its electronic services system and link it to the systems and data-

bases of the competent entities in order to achieve exchange and information integration.

Article 11
All competent entities shall implement this Decision and it shall enter into effect on the date of its publication in the

Official Gazette.

Minister of Commerce and Industry

Minister of State for Services Affairs

Chairman of Kuwait Direct Investment Promotion Authority
Khaled Nasser Abdullah Al Roudan

This Ministerial Decision was published in the Official Gazette of the State of Kuwait, Issue no. 1467, dated 20/10/2019,
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